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;  RESPECT  TO  THOMAS  NEWTON. 


J  W 


•  '  V  *  /*  .  . 

The  political  friends  of  the  Hon.  Thomas 
2v ewtox,  being1  desirous  of  giving  a  public  ex¬ 
pression  of  their  sentiments  and  feelings  on 
the  event  which  has  caused  his  retirement 
from  the  s'ation  of  the  Representative  of  their 
district  in  the  national  Congress,  and  at  the 
Same  time  of  testifying  their  respect  for  his 
private  worth,  and  their  grateful  estimate  of 
his  public  services  during  a  period  of  nearly 
thuty  years,  held  a  meeting  at  Johnson’s  Ho¬ 
tel  on  Monday  week,  when  they  adopted  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  that  purpose,  and 
appointed  a  Committee  to  carry  them  into  ef¬ 
fect. 

It  was  intended  that  the  Committee  should 
have  received  him  on  board  the  Potomac,  on 
his  arrival,  and  escorted  him  home  ;  but  this 


conspired  to  this  result,  partv  machinery  ;  aid 
ed  by  the  bias  and  undue  influence  of  all  thos 
agents,  whom  the  constitution  and  the  law 
had  designed  to  be,  at  least  passive,  if  not  im 
paitial;  in  securing  to  tnem  at  once  the  pur 
tv,  as  well  as  the  freedom  of  electioji.  It. 
enough  to  know,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  yo 
had  been  returned  by  a  majority  of  Ic^al  vote 
— that  good  freehold  votes  given  in  the  conn 
iy,  have  been  rejected  against  all  former  usag 
because  they  were  not  polled  in  the  Borough- 
t!  at  mere  names  have  passed  for  voles  upo 
the  Borough  poll,  when  those  who  persona 
ed  tiiem  could  not  afterwards  be  identified 
mong  our  population,  having  no  “local  habiti 
tion”  though  a  name — and  that  others  vvhos 
votes  were  received  upon  their  oath  of  posse* 
sion  of  personal  property,  were  either  know 
to  be  destitute,  or  have  since  acknowledg 
their  own  disqualification.  In  short,  it  is  su 
ficient  to  know,  tha  by  such  means  alar 


—  —  wi<i  uy  such  means  h  lai 

arrangement  was  defeated  by  the  lateness  of  number  of  substantial  property  votes,  hr 


the  hour  at  which  tne  Potomac  arrived  on 
1  hursday  night  ;  the  Commiltee,  therefore, 
assembled  on  Friday,  and  proceeded  in  a  bodv 
to  his  dwelling,  accompanied  by  Doctor  John 
Hodges,  who  was  deputed  to  address  him, 
and  by  many  others.  Mr  Newton  was  sensi¬ 
bly  affected  by  this  evidence  of  the  attachment 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens — indeed, 
the  scene  is  represented  to  have  been  one  of 
peculiar  interest.- — We  pass  over  the  man 
ner  of  his  ejectment  from  a  station,  the  du¬ 
ties  of  which  he  has  discharged  with  a  fidel¬ 
ity  and  abihty  beyond  any  eulogy  of  ours — but 
the  recollections  of  his  long  services — his  un¬ 
deviating  rectitude  and  inflexible  patriotism — 
hls  devot  on  to  the  welfare  of  his  country,  and 
his  acts  for  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests 
of  his  immediate  constituents — calculated  as 
tuey  are  on  such  an  occasion  to  awaken  the 
best  feelings  oi  the  patriot,  demand,  in  the 
language  oi  bitter  reproof, — Is  such  the  reward 
of  faithful  service ? 

I  lie  following  is  the  address  delivered  by 
Doctor  Hodges  :  — 

THE  ADDRESS. 

i  Norfolk,  March  19th,  1830. 

Sin: — Your  iate  constituents  and  friends  in 
this  Borough,  have  ch  puted  ua  to  meet  and  to 
address  you,  immediately  upon  your  return 
home. 

Deprived,  as  they  have  been  of  a  legal 
Representative — by  means  which,  as  eve  w  fi¬ 
nesses  of  the  incidents  of  the  late  canvass, 
and  of  the  subsequent  scrutiny  of  the  polls, 
none  can  so  well  appreciate  as  themselves — 
means,  w  hich  have  tainted  the  purity  of  the 
elective  franchise,  and  annihilated  for  a  tune 
the  dearest  right  of  Free  Government;  they 
cannot,  even  m  their  strength  of  feelings  to¬ 
ward  your  person,  cast  a  veil,  ov  r  their  own 
injuries;  nor  forget,  (since  yourself  have  re¬ 
minded  t  lem  of  it)  that  \t  is  their  own  rights 
and  principles  alone  which  have  been  prostra¬ 
ted  in  the  issue.  It  is  enough  that  there  have 
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been  neutralized  and  lost  by  mere  no m i n 
votes — to  remind  your  constituents,  that  t!-., 
injury  affects  themselves  and  not  you;  and  tha 
it  is  their  own  violated  rights  which  they  hav< 
to  protect  and  redress,  rather  than  your  feel 
ings  or  interests. 

Amongst  the  means  to  which  we  have  re 
fen  ed,  there  was  a  distinguished  one,  whief 
we  have  reserved  for  more  especial  rumiua 
tion. 

It  is  a  branch  of  the  refined  tactics  of  the 
school  of  election  and  reform  of  1828  9.  \y< 

have  polled  in  the  Borough  some  200  vote; 
more  than  were  to  be  found  a  short  year  bir 
fore  under  as  severe  a  canvass. 

It  might  better  perhaps  become  the  yeoman 
ry  of  the  Counties  to  notice  this  incident  ir 
the  political  drama,  since  it  peculiarly  concerns 
their  rights.  The  polls  of  the  Borough  were 
continued  open  three  days,  whilst  ‘those  ol 
the  Counties  were,  but  one!  Upon  a  funnel 
occasion,  on  application  to  the  mayor  (ami 
the  fact  is  undeniable)  a  similar  derr  and  was 
made  by  one  candidate,  and  was  refused.  The 
same  officer  in  this  instance  reversed  his  pro¬ 
ceeding. 

%-j 

It  has  hitherto  been  impossible  to  remove 
you  from  your  seat  in  Congress  by  a  full  and 
fair  developement  of  the  franchise  of  the  en¬ 
tire  district.  Your  former  poll  m  182?"  gave 
you  a  majority  of  four  hundred  and  ninety 
nine  votes.  The  Voters  of  the  County  of 
Princess  Anne  in  the  late  election,  doubting  of 
any  serious  opposition  and  by  reason  of  a  tin  Id 
and  blighting  spring,  solicitous  for  their  hus'l 
Landry,  were  not  general'y  at  the  poll.  Some! 
of  them  subsequently,  offered  to  vote  at  tne 
poll  of  Norfolk  County,  and  had  their  names 
placed  on  the  back  of  the  poll,  which  votes 
fina  ly  were  set  aside.  Others  offered  to  vote 
in  the  Borough,  and  ware  rejected. 

Most  of  your  friends  in  the  county  of  Nof’. 
folk,  busied  on  their  farms,  thought  no  effort 
necessary.  It  was  deemed  sufficient  to  give 
v ou  a  majority  ot  lfiO  votes  in  that  countv  to 
secure  your  elect. on,  and  tins  was  done.  You 
then  came  into  the  Borough  with  a  clear  ma¬ 
jority  of  122  votes  The  contest  now ,  judging 
from  what  was  known  to  be  s  fe  da  a  as  to  the 
vote  of  the  Borough,  was  considered  (u>  bo*' 
sides  as  it  was  then  bJbeved  as  set 


p\]  remember  the  amazement  which  aat  upon 
every  brow,  when  it  was  generally  Renown,  the 
rn  trnmg  of  the  second  day,  that  the  poll  was 
to  he  continued  open  in  this  little  through  fbr 
three  days — involving  so  much  useless  strife 
and  c  x<  it  nment,  and  the  interruption  of  the 
business  a3  well  as  of  the  repose  of  the  people. 
B  it  'the  i  lea  had  been  conceived,  and  was 
a  ted  upon  (the  decision  of  the  May  of  having 
concurred)  that  by  searching  through  the 
s  r.  eta,  and  l  ines,  and  alleys,  and  corners  of 
the  town,  f  r  names— aye,  ond  even  beyond 
the  town — that  the  122  freehold  votes  in  the 
Coun  ies  could  be  neutrafzed,  by  12«  mere 
names  in  N<  rfwlk  Borough.  The  result  is 
before  the  world.  A  final  majority  of  fifteen 
or  sixteen  votes  upon  the  whole  poll,  was  ob 
tained  for  you.  It  now  remains  for  the  Peo¬ 
ple  themselves  to  decide,  whether  such  means 
shall  sanctity  the  end. 

Whilst  the  present  occasion  therefore  is  per¬ 
son  1,  its  relations  are  political  and  genera!  — 
Whilst  you  have  a  ly,  but  with  a  characters* 

I  tic  temper  and  philosophy,  endeavored  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  ignts  of  your  constituent2,  you  have 
but  done  your  duty!  and  justified  an  un remit* 
ed  confidence  of  Tmim  teatis.  To  flatter 
you  sir,  would  only  b^  to  praise  in  themselves 
the  means,  which  for  so  long  a  peiiod  they 
have  chosen  to  rely  upon,  for  the  advancement 
of  their  own  rights  and  principles. 

.  But  it  is  proper,  nevertheless,  that, In  com¬ 
mon  with  all  our  other  Constituents  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  they  should  look  buck  upon  the  history 
of  th  legislation  of  the  Union,  and  enquire 
into  the  character  and  conduct  of  their  agent; 
and  recur  to  times  and  events,  which  have 
tested  alike  his  fidelity  and  their  own. 

In  1801,  they  placed  you  by  the  side  of,  and 
in  co-operation  with  that  great  and  illustrious 
Republican,  Thomas  Jefferson;  at  a  time  when 
this  Government,  struggling  against  the  exter¬ 
nal  pressure  of  foreign  collisions,  and  against 
internal  dissentions,  was  a  problem  of  doubt¬ 
ful  solution 

■j 

\\  e  here  find  you  firm,  consistent,  uncom- 
pr  uniting,  in  the  support  of  those  measures, 
and  of  that  pure  republicanism,  which  carried 
the  vessel  of  state  through  a  troubled  ocean 
into  a  sate  anchorage,  if  they  could  not  at  the 
sune  time  quell  the  agitation  of  the  political 
elements 

In  the  progress  of  event2,  we  still  find  you 
pursuing  the  same  “even  tenor  of  your  way” 
in  support  of  the  administration  of  the  virtu¬ 
ous  an  1  illustrious  Madison,  in  despite  of  op¬ 
position. — Until  air.vmg  at  the  time  which 
tigam  “taied  men’s  souls;”  when  the  violated 
^rights  and  liberties  of  the  na  on  could  no  lin¬ 
ger  be  sustained  but  by  an  appeal  to  arms; 
'and  when  in  lact  a  second  war  i\  as  t )  be  wag-- 
ed  for  independence;  we  do  not  find  you  cal- 
eu! iting  consequences,  nod  faltering  in  your 
c  mrse.  We  here  tes‘,  under  the  most  trying 
c  rcumitances  your  c!  a  acter  and  consistency, 
bv  your  conduct  and  your  votes.  Nor'can  we 
avoid  a  comparison  of  the  aspect  of  this  por¬ 
tentous  crisis,  wi  h  the  petty  intes  ine  strug¬ 
gles  of  the  present  day  for  power,  and  the 
elevation  of  mere  men — wit  i  the  str.fe  of  party 
for  the  advancement  of  merely  selfish  ends — 
with  ' he  abstractions  of  the  passing  hour,  in 
violation  oi  former  anti-latitudina^ian  doctrines, 
wh.ch  they  were  the  first  to  originate  and 


maintain — regardless  of  the  great  principles 
of  the  National  compact;  and  tending  to  the 
subversion,  not  alone  of  every  grea^  national 
institution,  but  even  of  the  Union  itself. 

Through  all  this  period,  from  1801  to  the 
peace  of  1815,  we  look  back  with  pride  upon 
that  glow  of  ardent  patriotism  which  animated 
■g  I  your  votes;  and  with  delight  and  affection 
upon  your  consistency  and  self  devotion 

An  honorable  peace  having  been  secured 
bv  the  means  which  we  had  contributed, 
tfi rough  you,  to  supply;  the  Contempt  and  in¬ 
sults  of  foreign  nations,  converted  into  respect 
and  fear!  our  prowess  and  enterprize  dreaded 
by  a  haughty  and  jealous  naval  and  commer¬ 
cial  rival — our  alliance  and  friendship  courted 
by  every  other  nation;  our  finances  re-estab¬ 
lished;  our  resources  expanding;  and  to  be  an 
“American  citizen”  having  become  a  sufficient 
passport  through  the  Globe-— we  now  find  your 
mind  turned  and  devoted*  during  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the-  Patriotic  Monroe,  to  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  an  internal  policy,  adapted  to  the  peace¬ 
ful  state  of  the  nations  which  were  to  become  our 
competitors  in  the  race  of  domestic  production, 
and  the  mechanic  arts,  of  Commerce  and  Nav¬ 
igation — and  of  a  nursery  for  gallant  seamen. 
Not  devious  again  in  your  course,  we  do  not 
find  you  following  in  the  track  of  party  name s 
nor  joining  in  the  contra-  ted  and  short-sighted 
plans  of  other  politicians  of  our  own  State;  nor 
yet  devoting  your  thoughts  to  schemes  of  col- 
lision  with,  and  of  disaffection  towards,  the 
General  Government;  but  looking  with  a  stea¬ 
dy  eye,  only  to  great  and  liberal  national  ob¬ 
jects.-  objects  settled  by  legitimate  construction, 
and  a  long  course  of  leg’slttion,  to  be  within 
the  landmarks  of  the  Constitution. 

And  here  we  arrive  at  one  of  those  objects; 
which  speaks  a  language  alike  to  our  senses 
and  our  comprehension,  as  to  our  immediate 
interests;  in  which  we  can  no  longer  be  con¬ 
founded  or  perplexed  by  the  false  represen- 
tatipns  and  doctrines  of  party  empirics.  We 
need  not  write  the  name  beneath  the  picture, 
to  denote  that  we  allude  to  the  aid  obtained 
by  too,  Sir,  for  the  completion  of  our  Dismal 
Swamp  Cana  .  The  hourly  arrival  of  vessels 
richly  freighted  with  the  produce  of  our  own, 
and  of  our  sister  State — the  accession  of  pop¬ 
ulation — the  busy  hum  cf  our  lately  deserted 
streets — the  advanced  and  advancing  value  of 
our  property  and  rents — and  the  interchanges 
in  commerce,  which  affect  the  immediate  in¬ 
terests,  and  come  home  to  the  feelings  of  eve¬ 
ry  citizen. — The  s  ;,  present  to  you  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  (and  even  since  you  left  u  .,)  a  greeting 
more  expressive  and  grateful  to  a  mind  like 
vours,  than  any  eulogy  or  language  which  our 
rhetoric  could  offer.  It  is  the  consumation  at 
once  of  your  own  hopes  and  anxious  cares.  — 
We  will  not  stop  here  to  inquire,  what  would 
have  been  the  reverse  of  our  condition,  had 
you  departed  from  your  solitary  course  (soli¬ 
tary  at  one  time,  in  the  Representation  of  our 
State,)  either  through  the  influence  of  a  com¬ 
bined  anil  systematic  denunciation  of  your 
principles,  or  the  hope  of  advancing  a  person¬ 
al  a  nbition.  But  it  cannot  pass  our  reflection 
and  remark,  that  vour  opponent,  had  he  soon¬ 
er  attained  to  his  present  s  tuation,  must  have 
deprived  us  of  ad  these  advantages  ;  because, 
to  be  consistent  with  his  avowed  principles 
(and  we  cannot  deny  to  him  the  meed  of  en- 
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tire  integrity  in  this  respect,)  he  must  have 
opposed  and  rejected  any  appropriation  from 
the  General  Government,  for  such  an  object. 

To  conclude. — If  you  have  returned  home  to 
tell  them  that  the  political  rights  of  your  con¬ 
stituents  have  been  annihilated  in  your  person, 
you  may  tell  them  also,  that  those  who  have 
abetted  in  the  mischief,  though  they  had  the 
will  to  consummate  it  at  an  earlier  period,  have 
only  accomplished  their  schemes  after  you  had 
secured  to  us  benefi  s  so  inestimable  ;  and 
w  hen  it  is  too  late  for  them  to  dissipate  or  frus¬ 
trate  them.  Neither  can  they  now  deprive  you 
of  a  reward  for  your  integrity  and  fidelity,  the 
highest  next  to  the  approval  of  your  own  con¬ 
science,  to  which  a  Republican  citizen  should 
ever  aspire,  viz: — the  applause  and,  gratitude 
of  his  countrymen.  You  ma  tell  them,  too, 
sir,  that  you  have  with  your  single  Virginia 
-vote,  planted  the  standard  of  their  pol  m 
cre<*d  upon  the  citadel,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
missives  of  its  adversaries;  to  become  at  once  a 
rallying  point  for  the  converted,  and  a  never 
failing  memento  to  your  friends  and  neighbors, 
as  well  as  to  posterity,  of  your  devotion  to  your 
trust,  and  to  their  interests  That  you  have 
erected  upon  the  political  battle-field,  in  the 
mid  t  of  the  reposing  ashes  of  the  ancestors,  as 
well  of  your  principles  a?  of  your  cotempora¬ 
ries,  a  national  and  patriotic  monument,  which 
even  the  worst  that  could  befall  this  happy  form 
of  government,  will  not  divert  from  the  pur¬ 
poses  to  which  it  is  consecrated.  By  legitimate 
national  means,  you  have  placed  a  panoply  over 
your  own  fame,  which  the  progress  of  time  can 
only  penetrate  to  your  honor;  and  which,  w  hen 
the  memory  of  you  only  shall  remain,  will 
become  a  perpetual  eulogium  upon  a  public 
life,  which  has  endured  more  than  half  of  that 
of  the  government  itself  and  which  is  beyond 
example,  we  believe,  in' the  annals  of  this 

Nation.  .  . 

We  are  further  instructed  to  invite  you  to 
partake  of  a  Public  Dinner  on  Tuesday  the  6th 
day  of  Aprii,  in  order  that  your  assembled 
friends  may,  in  person,  enjoy  an  interchange 
with  you  of  feelmgs,  the  expre.-sioa  of  which, 
hit  he  i  to,  thtiv  relation  to  you  had  restrained  ; 
but  which  recent  events,  as  unexpected  -as 
they  have  been  extraordinary,  are  so  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  perpetuate. 

(Signed,) 

Stephen  Wright ,  Louis  J.  Fourmquet , 

James  Tucker ,  James  Mitchell 

William  Stark ,  Jlexand  r  Clarke, 
James  Woodward,  Edward  Delany, 

peter  Lugg,  John  JR  Roberts, 

Bernard  Mulhollan,  John  D  Ghiselin , 

John  Hodges ,  Willoughby  Butt, 

Vincent  Parlato,  Sy  bonus  Harts  home, 

Charles  Johnson,  'limothy  Mason , 

Joseph  T.  Jillyn,  J  Bonnaud, 

Henry  JL  Redman,  James  R .  Mmmo , 

John  I).  Gordan ,  Thomas  II  Lee , 

Cary  W-  Butt, 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Newton. 


MR  NEWTON’S  REPLY. 

Mn.  Chairman:— Permit  me,, Sir,  te  ofrer  to 
you,  and  this  Committee,  my  sincere  grat  t  .de 
for  the  kind  and  friendly  attentions  you  have, 
on  rav  unexpected  and  unlooked  for  return  to 
my  home,  and  to  you,  bestowed  on  me  ;  and 


for  the  honor  you  have  done  me  in  the  flatte 
ing  review  you  have  taken  of  my  political  lit 
and  acts,  as  your  late  Representative  in  Co 
gress.  Through  you,  I  beg  leave  to  convey 
my  fellow  citizens,  whom  you  represent,  all 
my  gratitude  for  the  distinguished  honor  th< 
have, in  the  spontaneous  effusions  of  their  heart 
conferred  on  me;  on  an  occasion,  which  fort 
good  of  the  nation,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  p 
rity,  of  the  justice,  and  dignity  of  the  House 
Representatives  of  the  U.  States,  li  is  hop* 
mav  never  again  occur  to  produce  the  like  mu 
gle’d  emotions  of  indignation,  and  deep  concer 
Your  presence,  your  manners,  the  style 
your  address — all  eloquently  and  feelingly  e. 
hibit  sentiments,  not  onlv  of  lofty  patnc 
ism,  but  expressions  of  affection  and  fnendsr. 
for  one  whom  you  have  long  known  as  a  fnem 
and  as  standing  to  his  fellow  citizens  in  i 
relation  of  a  Representative.  How,  under  sue 
circumstances,  can  1  be  otherwise  thanaffecte 
and  excited  by  feelings,  which  no  words  ca 
express — no  eloquence  can  pourtray. 

The  fullness  of  the  heart,  stoppeth  the  m 
terance  of  the  tongue  : — although  lam  incaf. 
able  of  expressing  the  ardor  and  vividness  c 
my  feelings,  I  will  attempt  in  a  few  words,  t 
make  my  ackowledgments  tor  the  great  obit 
gations  you  have  laid  me  under.  . 

Ever  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  beinj 
your  Representative,  it  has  been  my  constan 
desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  my  country- 
and  of  those,  whom  it  was  my  good  fortune 
to  represent— in  endeavoring  to  accompiis 
which,  l  have  shrunk  from  no  labor— nor  wr 
I  ever  deterred  from  consulting  the  pubh 
good,  by  considerations  of  a  local  characte 
or  a  mistaken  attachment  to  popularity.  1  u 
derstood  those  whom  I  have  represented  t 
well,  to  suppose  that  the  artifices  and  intrig 
of  the  demagogue  would  please  them  c 
than  the  undisguised  manner  of  speaks n 
things  as  they  are  ;  of  supporting  no  p  3^1- 
creed,  that  did  not  rest  on  sound  principle; 
and  of  daring  to  develops  the  powers  given  1 
the  Constitution  to  Congress,  according  to  t 
mode  which  my  convictions  justified  as  iq 
and  proper.  In  the  formation  of  this  opinio 
experience  shows  I  have  not  erred  am 
present  occasion  consecrates  it  as  being  correc 
After  nursuing  such  a  course  for  thuty  yeui 
my  late  constituents  in  an  open  and  man 
manner,  in  a  spirt  that  ennobles  the  repub 
can  character,  are  pleased  to  approve  r 
political  course,  and  justify  the  means  I  ha 
used  to  attain  the  end,  and  to  secure  th< 
high  approbation.  I  have  kept  my  ve  x 
on  the  public  good  as  my  political  p 
Theyr  have,  on  a  fhll  view  and  know 
all  my  acts,  spontaneously  accorde 
approbation. 

Whatever  may  have  been  my  to  Is;  he  ,  ,, 
soever  may  have  been  my  privations  or  sui 
iiigs  in  feelings,  I  am  more  than  compensa 
in  the  judgment  they  have  awarded,  as  to 
public  conduct.  They  have  been  pleasec 
say,  that  I  have  not  been  a  barren  repr.  * 
live.— In  my  political  connections,  and  rtl 
lions  with  my  constituents,  l  have  bee"  Pe* 
liavly  fortunate — I  have  had  jus  and  enU 
ened  men  to  determine  my  worth  whatevei 
may  be;  and  to  decide  on  the  relations  in  wh 
1  should  stand  to  them  in  more  than  hit. 
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Sections.  The  grand  inquest  of  the  District 
iompoged  of  men  who  honestly  look  at  and 
?ee  things,  not  through  a  party,  but  a  rational 
tnd  clear  medium,  will  render  no  garbled  ver¬ 
dict,  but  a  verdict  according  to  the  law,  and 
die  facts  of  the  case.  From  the  verdict  of 
such  men,  I  shall  ask  no  appeal  In  another 
icint  of  view,  my  connection  and  relations 
ith  them  have  been  no  less  fortunate.  They 
Lave,  I  thank  kind  Providence,  protracted  my 
political  life,  so  long  as  to  see  the  measures, 
designed  and  prosecuted,  for  the  good  of  the 
union,  as  well  as  for  themselves,  at  last,  hap¬ 
pily  accomplished,  and  brought  to  maturity. 

It  rarely  happens  that  the  Representative 
dio  sows  political  seed,  continues  as  a  Re¬ 
presentative,  to  see  them  germinate,  ripen 
md  yield  a  golden  harvest.  Happy  indeed,  is 
his  lot,  who  has  been  so  favored;  and  thrice 
happy  must  he  be,  when  those  who  participate 
In  the  enjoyment  of  it,  reward  the  labourer  with 
their  approbation,  and  the  continuance  of  their 
confidence.  Such  rewards  are  the  richest 
that  can  he  bestowed — they  are  the  most  hon¬ 
orable  that  can  he  conferred — and  the  most 
grateful  to  him  who  receives  them.  If  I  have 
my  cause  of  regret,  it  is  in  not  having  accom- 
dished  more — not  performing  ac's  commen¬ 
surate  to  my  desire,  of  increasing  the  sum  of 
mblic  prosperity.  Whatever  my  limited  pow¬ 
ers  have  enabled  me  to  do,  1  have  endeavored 
lo  do  in  a  manner,  to  deserve  the  approbation 
if  a  great  and  enlightened  nation,  and  of  my 
constituents.  The  numerous  difficulties  that 
;very  public’  man  rnuat  ever  encounter,  in 
tatters  that  seem  plain  t<.  those  wdio  are 
lot.  fi  mllar  with  the  proceedings  of  Legisla- 
jive  obdies,  particularly  such  a  body  as  Con¬ 
fess,  acting  on  a  diversity  oi  subjects  from  the 
[ugliest  to  the  lowest.  Where  conflicting  in- 
tviests  often  defeat  the  wisest  and  best  pim¬ 
ped  measures,-  the  most  effici  nt  Repr  senta 
T"tfrtder  such  circumstances  must  frequent- 
regret,  that  in  iiis  eff  orts  to  do  good;  lie  is 
Jten  arre.ted  in  lhs  progress  to  the  attain- 
f$nt  of  i  ,  by  causes  which  shbuld  never  iniiu- 
[nce  any  who  can  elevate  his  mind  to  the  high 
lonsideraiion,  that  he  is  legislating  for  the 
jelfare  of  a  great  and  grow  ing  Nation — and 
|at  lie  is  clothed  with  powers  to  make  mil- 
ins  happy.  1  derive  much  gratification  in 
paring  from  you,  that  the  int.  rest  of  this 
irtion  of  our  happy  Union  is  placed  or.  a 
(nidation,  that  will  endure  till  time  shall  cease 
[reign.  I  agree  in  opinion  with  you. —  Our 
)spe ro^is  course  has  commenced,  and  each 
year  will  present  a  richer  cornuco- 
)r  your  acceptance  and  benefit.  Our 
»y,  thro’  kind  Providence,  is  placed  in  the 
■ersot  oar  own  Legislation — and  those  acts 
^icii  iiuve,  vvitii  a  good  omen  evolved#  it  so 
uingly  to  view,  will  never  cease  to  operate. 

|ow  much  superior  is  this  state  of  tilings  to  a 
furious  dependance  on  a  British  VVrest  India 
*;  deteiioia  iiig  as  our  own  resources  are 
bed  and  expanded;  subject  to  foreign  regu* 
Ions,  ever  varying  from  die  jealousy  and  ca- 
[ce,  host  lity  and  narrow  views,  that  influence 


and  direct  the  actions  of  a  British  Parliament. 
Were  it  in  my  power,  there  should  be  no  lim, 
its  assigned  to  enterprize;  but  I  would  be 
among  the  last  to  make  a  sacrifice  to  obtain  any 
pittance  of  commerce  that  would  injure  our 
navigation,  destroy  our  nursery  of  seamen,  and 
cripple  the  arm  of  a  navy  whose  brilliant  vic  ¬ 
tories  and  useful  services  have  raised  it  in  the 
affection  of  the  nation,  and  made  it  die  protec¬ 
tor  of  our  commerce,  and  the  efficient  defen¬ 
der  of  our  shores. 

I  return  to  you  deprived  in  cont’  avention 
of  law  and  facts,  of  the  power,  and  the 
honors  you  have  legitimately  conferred. — 
In  my  representative  character,  your  suffrages 
and  your  rights  have  been  violated: — a  epoit 
which  nobody  can  understand — no — not  even 
the  tyro  manufacturers  of  it,  has  laid  the  axe, 
by  the  operation  of  faith,  at  the  root  of  all  free 
government — the  constitutional  sanctity  of  the 
people’s  representative. 

Every  effort  to  recommit  the  report,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  list  of  the  names  of  die 
voters  allowed  as  legal,  or  rejected  as  illegal, 
failed;  had  the  names  been  given  to  enable 
the  members  to  apply  the  evidence  to  each 
voter  objected  to,  l  hesitate  not  to  say,  that 
1  should  have  had  at  least  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  votes  over  the  opposing  candid  te. — 

1  make  tins  declaration  to  those  who  know,  as 
well  as  l  do,  that  it  is  founded  on  matter  of  fact. 

But  the  political  fates  had  decreed,  that  the 
fatal  scissors  should  cut  the  thread  that  united 
our  hearts,  and  connected  us  together  in  one 
common  cause,  and  in  one  common  interest; 
principles  often  avowed,  and  as  often  insisted 
on,  a>  being  aound  and  correct,  urere  put  aside 
— latitudinarian  doctrines  to  inflict  injury  were 
resorted  to,  while  anti-latitudinariaii  doctrines, 
are  practised  on,  to  suffocate  the  good  w  hich, 
the  principles  o<  the  Constitution  embosom  for 
the  benefit  of  a!!. 

The  talent ,  which  my  fellow  citizens  put 
into  my  hands,  and  entrusted  to  me,  has  been 
against  law  and  facts,  forced  from  my  posses¬ 
sion  and  management,  and  placed  in  hands 
which  thfe  People’s  power  never  made  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  manage  it,  for  them.  This  contest 
is  familiar  to  you,  as  well  as  all  the  incidents 
connected  with  it.  I  have  endeavored  to  do 
my  duty  towards  you,  and  to  myself.  1  have 
the  gratification  of  receiving  the  approbation 
of  my  fellow  citizens — and  what  renders  that 
inestimable,  is  the  approbation  of  my  own  con¬ 
science.  Whatever,  fellow  citizens,  may  be 
my  destiny,  I  shall  never  cease  to  cherish  for 
our  common  country,  and  its  happy  political 
and  civil  institutions,  a  patriot’s  love  and  for 
you,  and  the  rest  of  my  fellow  citizens,  an  ar* 
dent  and  sincere  gratitude  for  the  confidence 
you  have  reposed  in  me,  and  the  uniform  and 
steady  friendship  uninterruptedly  exhibited 
and  bestowed  for  more  than  thirty  year*. 

1  accept  with  great  pleasures  the  invitation 
you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  give  in  the  name 
of  my  feiUnv  citizens,  to  partake  of  a  public 
dinner.  - 
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REFUTATION,  &c. 


TO  THE  EBITOtt  OP  THE  NATIONAL  GAZETTE. 

Wilmington,  Dec.  6, 1830. 

Sir: — Our  attention  was  first  drawn  to  the 
writing’s  of  the  late  Thomas  Jefferson,  by  the 
proceedings  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
on  the  28th  of  January  last,  in  which  a  charge 
affecting  the  character  of  our  father  the  late 
James  A.  Bayard  was  met  and  refuted. 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  work,  at  page  521 
of  the  same  volume,  there  is  another  statement 
more  offensive  and  equally  groundless,  which 
the  duty  we  owe  to  the  memory  of  a  parent 
would  not  suffer  us  to  pass  over  in  silence.  We 
have  therefore  to  request  of  your  kindness  the 
publication  of  the  remarks  in  the  Senate,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  enclosed  documents,  which 
would  have  been  sooner  given  to  the  public  but 
from  the  delay  necessarily  incident  to  procuring 
some  of  them.  They  relate  to  a  transaction  which 
forms  part  of  the  history  of  the  country,  and  we 
feel  confident  that  their  publication  is  all  that  is 
requisite  to  protect  the  reputation  of  our  father 
against  such  calumnies,  let  the  source  be  what  it 
may  from  which  they  emanate. 

Respectfully  your  ob’dt.  servants, 

RICHARD  H.  BAYARD, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD. 

'  I 


MR.  FOOT’S  RESOLUTION. 

The  Senate  res  med  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  <y  Mr.  Foot  respecting  surveys 
of  the  public  lan^  s. 

Mr.  Benton  being  entitled  to  the  floor — 

Mr.  Clayton  said,  that  he  desired  the  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton) 
who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  two  of  the  honourable  members  of  this 
body,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Living¬ 
ston,  of  Louisiana,  to  a  passage  in  a  book  which 
had  been  cited  in  this  debate  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hayne)  as  authority  on 
another  subject.  He  did  not  rise  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  discussing  the  resolution  itself.  In  the 
wide  range  of  the  debate  here,  the  north-eastern 
and  southern  sections  of  the  country  had  been 
arrayed  against  each  other.  He  listened  to  the 
discussion  without  any  intention  of  participating 
in  it,  while  the  state  which  he  had  the  honour  in 
part  to  represent,  had  escaped  unscathed  by  the 
controversy. — Though  favourable  to  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  as  a  mere  proposition  to  inquire,  he  felt  but 
little  interest  in  such  contentions  between  the 
North  and  South  ;  and  his  only  desire  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  that  subject,  was,  that  the  warmth  of  the 
discussion  might  have  no  tendency  to  alienate 
one  portion  of  the  country  from  the  other.  But 
his  attention  had  been  called  by  a  number  of 
members  of  this  house,  to  a  passage  in  the  same 


book,  another  part  of  which  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  That 
passage  charged  an  illustrious  statesman,  who 
formerly  occupied  the  seat  of  &  Senator  here, 
and  whose  memory  and  fame  were  dear  to  him¬ 
self  and  to  the  people  he  represented,  with  atro¬ 
cious  corruption,  of  which  he  was  convinced  that 
great  and  good  man  could  never  have  been 
guilty  ;  and  as  the  witnesses  referred  to  in  the 
book  itself  were  present,  and  ready  to  give  tes¬ 
timony  to  set  the  charge  at  rest,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  pardoned  for  referring  to  the  objeo- 
tional  passage  in  their  presence. 

He  then  read,  from  the  fourth  volume  of  Jef¬ 
ferson’s  Memoirs,  page  515,  (the  same  volume 
which  had  been  brought  into  the  Senate  by  Gen. 
Hayne,)  the  following  passage: 

(<  February  the  12^,1801. — Edward  Livingston 
tells  me  that  Bayard  applied  to  day,  or  last  night, 
to  General  Samuel  Smith,  and  represented  to 
him  the  expediency  of  coming  over  to  the  states 
who  vote  for  Burr  ;  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
way  of  appointment  which  he  might  not  com¬ 
mand,  and  particularly  mentioned  the  Secreta¬ 
ryship  of  the  Navy.  Smith  asked  him  if  he  was 
authorised  to  make  the  offer.  He  said  he  was 
authorised.  Smith  told  this  to  Livingston,  and 
to  W.  C.  Nicholas,  who  confirms  it  to  me,”  &c. 

He  then  called  upon  the  Senators  from  Mary¬ 
land  and  Louisiana,  referred  to  in  this  passage, 
to  disprove  the  statement  here  made. 

Mr.  Smith ,  of  Md.  rose  and  said,  that  he  had 
read  the  paragraph  before  he  came  here  to-day, 
and  was,  therefore,  aware  of  its  import.  He  had 
not  the  most  distant  recollection  that  Mr.  Bayard 
had  ever  made  such  a  proposition  to  him.  Mr. 
Bayard,  said  he,  and  myself,  though  politically 
opposed,  were  intimate  personal  friends,  and  he 
was  an  honourable  man.  Of  all  men  Mr.  Bayard 
would  have  been  the  last  to  make  such  a  propo¬ 
sition  to  any  man ;  and  I  am  confident  that  he  had 
too  much  respect  for  me,  to  have  made  it,  under 
any  circumstances.  I  never  received  from  any 
man  any  such  proposition.  - 

Mr.  Livingston ,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  as  to 
the  precise  question  which  had  been  put  to  him 
by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  he  must  say,  that 
having  taxed  his  recollection,  as  far  as  it  could 
go,  on  so  remote  a  transaction,  he  had  no  remem¬ 
brance  of  it. 

Washhigton ,  6th  Feb.  1830. 

Dear  Sir: — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yester¬ 
day  just  received,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the 
report  of  my  answer  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
as  made  in  the  Senate  to  the  question  put  to  me 
by  Mr.  Clayton,  is  in  substance  correct,  aiul  am 
Your  obedient  servant, 

'  S.  SMITH.  - 

R.  H.  Baxaiir,  Esq. 
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INTERROGATORIES  to  be  administered  to 
James  A.Bayard,  Esq.  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
late  a  member  of  Congress  for  the  United 
States  from  the  said  State  of  Delaware,  a  wit¬ 
ness  to  be  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  in 
a  cause  now  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  judicature  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Be¬ 
tween  Aaron  Burr,  plaintiff,  and  James  Cheet- 
ham,  defendant,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

1st.  Do  you  know  the  parties,  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  or  either  and  which  of  them,  and  how 
long  have  you  known  them  respectively  ? 

2d.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  in  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  the  sessions 
holden  in  the  months  of  January  and  February, 
in  the  year  1801  ? 

3d.  Was  there  not  an  equal  number  of  votes 
for  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Aaron  Burr,  as  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Vice-President  of  the  said  United  States, 
at  the  election  for  those  offices  in  the  December 
preceding,  and  did  not  the  choice  of  a  President 
consequently  devolve  on  the  said  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  ? 

4th.  Did  not  the  said  House  ballot  for  the  Pre¬ 
sident  several  times  before  a  choice  was  made : 
if  so,  how  many  times?  Was  not  the  frequency 
of  balloting  occasioned  by  an  attempt  on  thejpart 
of  several  members  of  Congress  to  elect  the  said 
plaintiff,  Aaron  Burr,  as  President  ?  Do  you  know 
who  such  members  were  ?  if  so,  what  were  their 
names  ? 

5th.  Do  you  know  that  any  measures  were 
suggested  or  pursued  by  any  person  or  persons 
to  secure  the  election  of  Aaron  Burr  to  the  Pre¬ 
sidency  ?  if  so,  who  were  such  persons  or  person  ? 
Did  Ae  the  said  Aaron  Burr  know  thereof?  Were 
there  any  letter  or  letters  written  communicating 
such  an  intention  ?  if  so,  were  such  letter  or  let¬ 
ters  forwarded  to  him  through  the  post  office 
by  any  person,  and  who  ?  Has  he  not  informed 
you,  or  have  you  not  understood  (and  if  so, 
how)  that  he  was  apprised  that  an  attempt  would 
be  made  to  secure  his  election  ? 

6th.  Did  he  or  any  other  person  (and  if  so, 
who)  ever  communicate  to  you  by  writing  or 
otherwise,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to 
your  knowledge,  that  any  measure  had  been 
suggested,  or  would  be  pursued,  to  secure  his 
election?  When  were  these  communications 
made  ? 

7th.  Had  not  some  of  the  Federal  members  of 
Congress  a  meeting  at  Washington,  in  the  month 
of  December  1800,  or  of  January  or  of  February 
1801,  at  which  it  was  determined  to  support 
Aaron  Burr  for  the  Presidency?  Or  if  there  were 
any  meeting  or  meelingsto  your  knowledge,  in 
respect  to  the  ensuing  election  for  a  President 
of  the  United  States  in  the  said  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  what  was  advised  or  concluded  upon 
to  the  best  of  your  remembrance  or  belief?  Was 
not  David  A.  Ogden  of  the  city  of  New  York,  At¬ 
torney  at  Law,  authorised  or  requested  by  you  or 
some  other  member  or  members  of  Congress,  or 
some  other  person,  and  who  in  particular,  to 
call  upon  the  plaintiff  and  enquire  of  him, 

1st.  What  conduct  he  would  pursue  in  respect 
to  certain  cardinal  points  of  Federal  policy  ? 


2d.  What  co-operation  or  aid  the  plaintiff  could 
or  would  afford  towards  securing  his  own  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  Presidency  ?  or  if  you  or  some  other 
person  did  not  authorise  or  request  the  said  Da¬ 
vid  A.  Ogden  to  make  such  communication  to  the 
plaintiff  in  exact  terms,  what  in  substance  was 
such  authority  or  request?  Do  you  know,  or 
were  you  informed  by  the  said  David  A.  Ogden 
or  otherwise  that  he  or  any  other  person  had 
made  the  said  communication  to  the  plaintiff,  or 
the  same  in  substance  ?  Do  you  know,  or  have 
you  been  informed,  (and  if  so,  how)  that  the 
plaintiff  declared,  as  to  the  first  question  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  enter  into  explanations,  or 
words  to  that  effect.  That  as  to  the  second  ques¬ 
tion,  NewYork  and  Tennessee  would  vote  for  him 
on  a  second  ballot,  and  New  Jersey  might  be  in¬ 
duced  to  do  the  same,  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Did  you  ever  communicate  with  the  plaintiff, 
or  he  with  you,  on  the  subject  ?  Do  you  know 
any  person  who  did  communicate  with  him  ?  and 
if  so,  what  did  he  say  ? 

Did  you  not  receive  a  letter  or  letters  from 
Alexander  Hamilton  of  New  York,  and  late  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
now  deceased,  in  the  month  of  January  or  Fe¬ 
bruary  1801,  or  at  some  other  time,  and  when, 
respecting  the  election  of  a  President  of  the 
United  States?  Did  he  not  communicate  to  you 
that  the  said  David  A.  Ogden  had  been  requested 
to  see  the  plaintiff  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ? 

And  what  in  particular  were  the  contents  of  such 
letters  or  letter  or  communication  ?  Do  you  know 
that  any,  and  if  so,  what  measures  were  sug¬ 
gested  or  pursued  to  secure  the  election  of  said 
plaintiff  as  President,  and  did  the  said  plaintiff 
know,  or  was  he  informed  thereof,  or  what  did 
he  know,  or  of  what  was  he  informed  ?  Had  you 
any  reason  or  reasons  to  believe  that  any  of  the 
States  would  relinquish  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
vote  for  Aaron  Burr  as  President  in  the  said  elec¬ 
tion  in  the  said  House  of  Representatives,  or  that 
the  said  Aaron  Burr  calculated  on  such  relin¬ 
quishment  ?  if  so,  which  State  or  States,  and 
what  was  the  reason  or  reasons  of  such  belief? 

8th.  Do  you  know  any  matter,  circumstance, 
or  thing  which  can  be  material  to  the  defendant 
in  this  cause  ?  if  yea,  set  the  same  forth  fully  and 
particularly.  x 

Interrogatories  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.  Do 
you  know  of  any  matter  or  thing  that  may  be  be¬ 
neficial  to  the  plaintiff  on  the  trial  of  this  cause? 
if  so,  declare  the  same  fully  and  at  length,  in  the  \ 
same  manner  as  if  you  had  been  particularly  in¬ 
terrogated  thereto. 

MILLER  &  VAN  WYCK,  Att’ys.  for  DePt. 
Approved  March  6,  1805,  B.  LIVINGSTON. 


The  Deposition  of  James  A.  Batard,  sworn  and 
examined  on  the  twenty  day  of  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  five,  at  Wilmington  in  the  state  of 
Delaware,  by  virtue  of  a  commission  issuing  out 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  the 
state  of  New  York  to  John  Vaughan 
or  any  two  of  them,  directed  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  gaid  James  A.  Bayard,  in  a  cause 
there  depending  between  Aaron  Burr  plaintiff', 


